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Ohio - 21st District

21 Louis Stokes (D)

we Of Warrensville Heights — Elected 1968

Born: Feh. 21, 1925, Cleveland, Ohio.

~e Education: Attended Western Reserve U, 1946-48;

Cleveland Macshall Law School, 4.1, 1953,
Military Career: Aruy, 194346,
Occupation: Lawyer.
Family: Wife, Jeanette Francis: four children.
Religion: African Methodist Episcopalisa.
Political Career: No previous office.
Capitol Office: 2304 Rayburen Bldg. 20515, 225-70012,

q

In Washington: Stokes came to Congreas
in an era of black activism, and he is still an
important spokesman on minority issues at the
Appropriations Committee. But he has at.
tracted more attention in recent years as a kind
of trouble-shooter for the House leadership.

{n the 97th and 98th Cungress, he played
that role as chairman of the House ethics
committee, formally the Committee on Stan-
dards of Official Conduct. He took the job at
the direct request of Speaker O°'Neill, who
considered the previous chairman, Charles
Bennett of Florida, unnecenarily rigid in deal-
ing with colleugues. Stoker, who had often
expressed concern for the accused in House
ethies cases. was brought in to supply what
O"Neill felt was needed halance.

Stokes had no chuice as chiairman but to
involve himsell in a seriex of unpleasant ethics

In 1983, following a year of investigation
amid gussip and published rumor, the commit-
tee brought charges against two members,
Democrat Gerry Studds of Massachusetts and
Republican Dan Crane of lllinois, for engaging
in sex with teen-age cungressional pages,
Studds with a male in 1971 and Crane with s
female in 1980. The committee recommended
that the two members he reprimanded.

Stokes called the reprimand a severe pun-
ishment, because “the member must live with
this condemnation forever.” But it was too mild
for Republican Newt Gingrich of Georgia, who
wanted the two expelled. Ultimately GOP lead-
er Robert H. Michel moved to increase the
penalty to a censure. The censure motion
passed. and Studds was stripped of his Mer-
chant Marine subcommittee chairmanship.
Crane was defeated in 1984, but Studds was
reclected and regained hix chairmanship in

-enely 1985,

Meanwhile, in April 1982, fdaho Republi-
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can Rep. George Hanven was indicted hy a
federal grand jury (or failing to make public
disclosure of several large financial transac-
tions. Following Hansen's conviction in federal
court in 1984, the ethice committee recom-
mended a reprimand. When the motion came
to the floor in July, there was again an attempt
to change the penalty to censure, but this time
Stokes was able to fend the move off. Hansen
innisted that others had done the same thing he
had, including the Demacratic vice presidential
nominee, Rep. Geraldige A. Ferraro of New
York,

In September, when a cunservative legal
research fiem filed a complaint against Ferraro
for failing to disclose some of her husband’s
financial dealings, Stokes’ committee was
obliged to begin an investigation. Three
months later, the panel concluded that Ferraro
had committed technical violations of the dis-
closure laws, but that since she had given up
her seat, there was no need for House action.

Stokes' performance in all these matters
won wide respect. Michel called the ethicx
chairmanship “the must distasteful job in the
House,” and when Stokes finished his final
remarks on the Studds-Crane cases, he received
a standing ovation.

‘The unly negative publicity Stokes re-
ceived in his years as ethics chairman involved
his own arrest-on a drunken driving charge.
\Vhile driving through suburban Maryland late
one night, he was stopped by police, who later
xaid he failed three sobriety tests. He argued
that he was tired after working late, pleaded
not guilty and requested a jury trial. The press
covered his arrest and the ensuing legal maneu:
vers as if they were a major scandal. Stokes was
convicted in August of 1983 on a lesser charge

and fined $250.
During his chairmanship, Stokes endorsed

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/11/29 : CIA-RDP90G00152R000200290028-7



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/11/29 : CIA-RDP90G00152R000200290028-7

A ta

St il Ol

porore oo

Louis Stokes, D-Ohio

.C):ic 21_

Cuyshoga County.. Most of that lead has to
be built in the 21st; which is anchored in
Cleveland's heavily black ‘East Side.

aress as well as middle-class territory far-
ther from the downtown area. Devastated
by the riots of the 1960s, inner-city neigh-
. .borhoods Hough and Gleaville still bear the
scars of poverty but can claim some new
residential and commercial development.

Europeans. .

The 21st is 62 percent black and
heavily Democratic. During the last decade,
it has been the most Democratic di#ftict in
the state. In 11 East Side wards in 1980,

- Jimmy Carter outpolled Ronald Reagan by
marging of at least 20-to-1. In 1984, 10 of
these wards gave Mondale a 14-to-1 margin

L The 21st’s major suburbs are Cleveland

The district includes poor Inner-city -

and over 63,109 (12%). Median age: 31.

\

Cleveland — East;
Cleveland Heights

Heights, Shaker Heights and ‘the western
hall of University Heights. With a large
proportion of Jews and young professionals,
these are among the most liberal communi-
ties-in Ohio. All of them voted for Carter in
1980 and for Mondale in 1984. North of
Shaker Heights is Cleveland Heights, many
of whose integrated neighborhoods are a
short walk from University Circle, home of
Case-Western Reserve University and the
cultural hub of Cleveland. -

From the circle area, commuters drive
along historic Euclid Avenue to their jobe
downtown. While the avenue now bears the
marks of poverty, it was known as “Million.
aires’ Row™ at the turn of the century. Few
of the old mansions are left today. The one
belonging to John D. Rockefeller, founder of
Standard Oil, was razed to make way for a
gas station. .

Population: 6514,625. White 187,180
(36%), Black 320,816 (62%), Asian and
Pacific Islander 2,832 (1%). Spanish origin

5,134 (1%). 18 and over 373,272 (73%), Q!SJ

a series of rules changes that would have cre-

" sted & separate panel of members to try disci-

plinary cases after the ethics committee recom-

hundeduﬁon.Butndhin‘mrumoofthe

Stokes’ ethics chairmanship marked the
scond time he moved in to take over a trou-
bled committes. In 1977 he became chairman of
the bitterly divided panel that was investigat-
lng the assassinations of John F. Kennedy and

~ Martin Luther King Jr.
3 m 2

original chairman, Henry Gonzalez of

E I?a. got into a nasty public fight with Rich-

Sprague, the Pennsylvania prosecutor who

Med been hired as committee counsel. The

®amittee backed Sprague, and Gonzalez quit
& & bufl. O'Neill chose Stokes to replace him.
Stokes shifted the hearings behind closed

3 "'nlndwtofthonmﬂolodndi-ciplimd
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Nyiry. highlighted by a dramatic cross-exami-
tion of King's killer, James Earl Ray. The
report was accepted with some relief
many doubted its conclusions — that

there probably were conspiracies in both cases.
Stokes emerged with his reputation enhanced.

Stokes was the first black appointed to the
Appropriations Committee and still is the only
one on its HHS and HUD subcommittees. He
also served on the Budget Committee for three
terms, but did not play a major part in its wock.

Stokes’ role on Appropriations changed
with President Reagan's election. Before, he
had focused on minority-related issues, leaving
much of the detail to other senior Democrata.
But in 1981, he began spending more time at
hearings, grilling witnesses and trying to pro-
tect domestic programs from cutbacks,

Stokes largely wrote the budget offered by
black members on the floor in 1981. He at-
tacked Reagan’s budget for providing “millions
more for the most prosperous in our nation,
while pennies are taken away from the
poor....”

In recent years, Stokes has pushed a vari-
ety of amendments in Appropriations that il-
lustrate his priorities. One added $140 million
for Pell Grants for college tuition, another
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restoced $100 million for grants to elementary
* schools in:poor communities under Title 1 of
the 1965 education law. A third added $25
million in operating subsidies for public hous-
ing programe.
‘At Home: The Stokes family has been the

dominant force. ia- Cleveland’s black politics .

. since Louis Stokes’ younger brother, Carl, first’
mfumh&on&d-l%&ﬂhﬂpoﬂ-
tics foe television after two terms in City Hall
(1967-71). Imtl.ouk has remalned active. Po-

appeal before the U.S. Supreme Court, fo
the lines to be redrawn.

The new 2ist District, represented
white Democrat Charles A. Vanik, was about
percent black. Vanik decided to run o
loaving the 21st vacant.

There were 14 candidates in the D
cratic primary there In 1968, but little d
about the outcome. Stokes® ties to his b

vember by defeating the Republican

Louis Stokes’ first victory was won as  represented in court the previous year.
much in court as. on Cleveland’s East Side. Over the last decade, Stokes has ¢
Representing a black Republican, he charged in  dated his power through his organiza
a 1967 suit that the Ohio Legislature had  21st District
gerrymandered the state’s congressional dis- politiclans have accused him of turning
tricts, dividing the minority vote and prevent- caucus into a personal political tool, but he
mmma.u«psmmn as ever among rank-and-file voters;
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